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SUB J : GABONESE TRADE WITH BURUNDI AND RWANDA 

REF: BUJUMBURA 1059 (NOTAL) 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. IN COURSE NEGOTIATIONS CONCLUDED 
DECEMBER 23, GOG AND RWANDAN REPRESENTATIVES REACHED PRE- 
LIMINARY AGREEMENT ON ARTICLES TO BE EXCHANGED BETWEEN TWO 
COUNTRIES IN IMPLEMENTATION OF COOPERATION ACCORDS SIGNED 
SEVEAL MONTHS EARLIER. 

2. ACCORDING TO LOCAL PRESS ACCOUNTS. RWANDA IS INTERESTED 
IN IMPORTING GABONESE TEXTILES, PAINTS AND VARNISHES, AND 
WOOD PRODUCTS. IN RETURN, RWANDA ENVISAGES SUPPLYING 
GABON WITH VARIOUS FRUITS AND VEGETABLES, BULK OF WHICH 
ARE CURRENTLY IMPORTED FROM EUROPE. PRESS NOTES THAT 
EXPORT THESE ITEMS FROM RWANDA WILL DEPEND ON DEVELOPING 
FACILITIES FOR PRESERVING AND PACKAGING, AND ADDS THAT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 LIBREV 02720 271522Z 

TRANSPORTATION WILL PROBABLY BE ARRANGED BY GOG. 

GABONESE ADDED THAT SUPPLY OF MEAT NOT PRESENTLY CON- 
TEMPLATED UNDER GOG-GOR AGREEMENTS. END UNCLASSIFIED 
BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. 

3. WITH REGARD TO PARALLEL TRADE BETWEEN BURUNDI AND 
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GABON (REFTEL), DEPARTING GOG AMBASSADOR HERE REPORTS THIS 
IS ALSO STILL IN TALKING STAGE. BURUNDI, HE SAYS, HAS 
AGREED TO SUPPLY 120 TONS OF MEAT PER MONTH (PRESUMABLY 
POST- JULY FIGURE REFTEL), BUT GABONESE HAVE NOT AS YET TAKEN 
NECESSARY STEPS TO ARRANGE TRANSPORTATION. AMBASSADOR ADDED 
THAT BURUNDI IS ALSO POTENTIAL SUPPLIER OF FRUITS AND 
VEGETABLES, BUT LIKE RWANDA WOULD HAVE TO ORGANIZE ITS OWN 
PRODUCTION FACILITIES IN ORDER TO COPE WITH EXPORT MARKET. 

4. COMMENT: AS PREVIOUSLY NOTED, GOG IS STILL ACTIVELY 

PURSUING ALTERNATIVES TO EUROPEAN/SOUTH AFRICAN 

SOURCES FOR FRESH FRUITS AND VEGETABLES. AS BURUNDIAN 

AMBASSADOR'S REMARKS MADE CLEAR, HOWEVER, WE ARE STILL 

SOME WAY FROM EFFECTIVE SHIFT IN SUPPLIERS IN EITHER FIELD.STEIGMAN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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